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Is Digital Labor in Digital Platforms Productive Labor?--Based on the Perspective
of "Critique of Political Economics (Manuseripts 1861-1863)"
Hu Ying. Zhong Yuan-ming

Abstraet: Digital labor in digital platform can be divided into three categories: one provides digital information and com-
munication technology, one produces data and information, and one provides services. To study the productivity of digital labor
in digital platform, we must grasp the relevance between the three perspectives of Marx’s theory of productive labor. As for digital
labor that provides digital information and communication technology, this kind of labor is employed by capital, and technology
becomes a commodity, so it belongs to the productive labor from the perspective of Marx. As for digital labor that produces data
and information, it belongs to the productive labor only when it is employed by capital and packaged into digital goods for sale
from Marx’s perspective. As for the digital labor that provides services, the digital labor that is employed by capital and produces
visual digital service goods belongs to the productive labor from the perspective of Marx, while the digital labor that directly pro-
vides services does not belong to the productive labor from the perspective of Marx.

Key Words: Productive Labor; Digital Platforms; Digital Labor
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