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A Comparative Study of the Marxist Economics and Western Mainstream Economics
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Abstract This paper asserts that the in — depth core structures of the two main economics are entireties closely
associated with basic factors from four dimensions. The differences in basic value orientation which is the core
leading to grow form different connotations in their core structures, manifesting in the fundamental differences in
market preference versus market criticism, individualism versus collectivism, perspective on resource allocation versus
perspective on the relationship of benefits, and equilibrium analysis versus contradiction analysis. Through a com-
parative analysis of theories of values and income distribution, which are core theories of the two main theoretical
systems, significant differences are found in their basis of philosophy, such as phenomenonism versus essentialism,
realism versus idealism and all these differences are closely connected with differences in their basic value orientation
in their core structures.
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